[Anti-digoxin antibodies in severe digitalis poisoning in an 11-day old infant. Review of the literature].
Acute digitalis intoxication bringing into play the prognosis for survival is a rare complication in children, particularly in the neonatal period. We describe the case of an accidental massive digitalis intoxication in a newborn aged 11 days, which caused a complete atrioventricular block and a state of cardiogenic shock. The outcome was favorable four hours after administration of the first dose of anti-digoxin antibodies, with a complete reversal of clinical and electrocardiographic signs. The onset of first-degree atrioventicular block 48 hours afterward made us consider the possibility of the tissular salting-out effect of the digoxin and led us to administer a second dose of specific antibodies. The originality of this case has to do with the severity of the initial clinical picture, its total reversal with antibodies and the salting-out phenomena that followed. The case reminds us, along with the data in the literature, the criteria of wrong prognoses in massive digitalis intoxication in the child and the indications for anti-digoxin antibodies.